THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED IS : 



1. A method for distributing an inventic 
lisclosure over an intranet, the method comprising the 
steps of : 

creating and submitting an invention 
disclosure over the intranet, the invention disclosure 
being submitted by an inventor to at least one 
evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink to tlye invention 
disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments of the 
invention disclosure by the at least o^e evaluator via 
e-mail - 



2. A method according b6 Claim 1, wherein 
the intranet includes a plurality of users enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel 
information stored within the/intranet, the method 
further comprising the steps' of: 

creating a profiZe of the invention 
disclosure based upon a technical area relating to the 
invention disclosure in/ response to accessing 
associated personnel information of the inventor; and 

transmitting a first notification message via 
e-mail to a first j/roup of users based upon the created 
profile, the first group of users being within the 
plurality of us/rs and including a technical review 
coordinator, t/ne first notification message having a 
hyperlink to/ the invention disclosure. 



f 3 . A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the at ]^ast one evaluator is selected by the technical 
review /coordinator . 



/ 4. A method according to Claim 3, further 

coirorising the steps of: 
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submitting a recommendation of the invention 
disclosure by the technical review coordinator b/sed 
upon the evaluation comments; and 

transmitting the recommendation of t^ie 
invention disclosure via e-mail to the first/group of 
users . 

5 . A method according to Claim/2 , wherein the 
step of transmitting the first notification message is 
responsive to submission of the invent/ion disclosure. 



6. A method according to yClaim 2, wherein the 
profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, 
a patent attorney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if the invent_j/bn was developed under 
5 government funds . 



fjjl 



7. A method according to Claim 6, wherein the 
profile further comprises/information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, 
department number, bui^Qing number, phone number and e- 
5 mail address. 



8. A metbfod according to Claim 2, wherein the 
first group of us^rs comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention 
was developed under government funds, and an 
5 intellectual poroperty administrator. 

9/ A method according to Claim 8, wherein the 
first grouj6 of users further comprises a business area 
manager, supervisor of the inventor, and the 
inventor/ 



10. A method according to Claim 1, wherein 
the s/fcep of creating comprises the step of including an 
attachment to the invention disclosure. 



11. A method according to Claim 1, wherein 
the step of creating comprises sending a notification 
message to a co-inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlirflc to the 
invention disclosure. / 

12. A method for distributing an invention 
disclosure over an intranet, the intranet having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein With each user 
having associated personnel information stored within 
the intranet, the method comprising the steps of: 

creating and submitting an invention 
disclosure over the intranet, tfcie invention disclosure 
being submitted by an inventor^ 

creating a profile >of the invention 
disclosure based upon a technical area relating to the 
invention disclosure in response to accessing 
associated personnel information of the inventor; 

transmitting ar first notification message via 
e-mail to a first group of users based upon the created 
profile, the first gr^up of users being within the 
plurality of users and including a technical review 
coordinator, the finrst notification message having a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

selecting at least one evaluator by the 
technical review coordinator; 

transmitting a second notification message 
via e-mail tyo the at least one evaluator, the second 
notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure; 

/ submitting evaluation comments by the at 
least onie evaluator; 

/ submitting a recommendation of the invention 
disclosure by the technical review coordinator based 
upon yche evaluation comments; and 



-25- 

transmitt ing the recommendation of the 
invention disclosure via e-mail to the first groujjf of 
users . 

13. A method according to Claim 12,/ further 
comprising the steps of 

transmitting a third not if icat ion/ message via 
e-mail to a second group of users based u$on the 
created profile, the second group of use^rs being within 
the plurality of users; and / 

transmitting the recommendation of the 
invention disclosure via e-mail to tyfie second group of 
users . 

14. A method according to Claim 13, wherein 
the step of transmitting the tttird notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention 
disclosure . 

15. A method according to Claim 13, wherein 
the second group of users' comprises a business area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the 
inventor . 

16. A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the step of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to Submission of the invention 
disclosure . 

17. /a method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, 
and a contracts person if the invention was developed 

5 under government funds . 

18. A method according to Claim 17, wherein 
the pro/ile further comprises information relating to 



the inventor including the inventor's employee /number, 
department number, building number, phone number and e- 
mail address. / 



19. A method according to Clai/fn 12, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator Af the invention 
was developed under government funds/ and an 
intellectual property administrators 



20 



A method according to Claim 12, wherein 



the step of creating comprises the step of including an 
attachment to the invention disclosure. 

21. A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the step of creating comprises sending a notification 
message to a co-inventor ,/ the notification message 
being transmitted via eymail with a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure . 



22. A method for distributing an invention 
disclosure over an intranet, the intranet having a 
plurality of users/ enrolled therein with each user 
having associates personnel information stored within 
the intranet, tLie method comprising the steps of: 

crea/ing and submitting an invention 
disclosure ov/r the intranet, the invention disclosure 
being submitted by an inventor; 

reating a profile of the invention 
disclosure^ based upon a technical area relating to the 
invention disclosure in response to accessing 
associa/ed personnel information of the inventor; 

transmitting a first notification message via 
e-maVl to a first group of users based upon the created 
profile, the first group of users being within the 
plurality of users; 



transmitting a second notification message 
via e-mail to a second group of users based upon /he 
created profile, the second group of users beingf within 
the plurality of users and including a technical review 
coordinator, the second notification message /naving a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure; / 

selecting at least one evaluato/ by the 
technical review coordinator; / 

transmitting a third notification message via 
e-mail to the at least one evaluator ,/the third 
notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure; / 

submitting evaluation (comments by the at 
least one evaluator; / 

submitting a recomnyEndat ion of the invention 
disclosure by the technical /review coordinator based 
upon the evaluation comment: s ; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the 
invention disclosure via' e-mail to the first and second 
group of users . / 

23. A method according to Claim 22, wherein 
the step of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to Submission of the invention 
disclosure . / 

24. /A method according to Claim 22, wherein 
the step of t/ransmitt ing the second notification 
message is ^4sponsive to submission of the invention 
disclosure / 

/ 25. A method according to Claim 22, wherein 
the pro/ile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, 
and a/contracts person if the invention was developed 
under government funds . 
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26. A method according to Claim 25, ^herein 
the profile further comprises information relating to 
the inventor including the inventor's employee number, 
department number, building number, phone iiumber and e- 
mail address. / 

27. A method according to Olaim 22, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a/business area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the 
inventor. / 

28. A method according to Claim 22, wherein 
the second group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention 
was developed under government funds, and an 
intellectual property administrator . 

29. A method according to Claim 22, wherein 
the step of creating (Comprises the step of including an 
attachment to the indention disclosure. 

30. A n^ethod according to Claim 22, wherein 
the step of creatzing comprises sending a notification 
message to a co/inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure . 

3r± . An intranet for distributing an 
invention/disclosure comprising : 

/ a first software module for creating and 
submitting an invention disclosure over the intranet, 
the invention disclosure being submitted by an inventor 
to at? least one evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink 
to /he invention disclosure; and 

/ a second software module for transmitting 

evaluation comments of the invention disclosure by the 
^at least one evaluator via e-mail. 



32. An intranet according to Cl^im 31, 
wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users 
enrolled therein with each user having Associated 
personnel information stored within thp intranet, the 
intranet further comprising: / 

a third software module for creating a 
profile of the invention disclosure/ based upon a 
technical area relating to the indention disclosure in 
response to accessing associated /personnel information 
of the inventor; and / 

a fourth software module for transmitting a 
first notification message via e-mail to a first group 
of users based upon the creafted profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and 
including a technical reyiew coordinator, the first 
notification message haying a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure. / 

33. An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the at least one evaluator is selected by the 
technical review Coordinator. 

34. An intranet according to Claim 33, 
further compri/sing : 

a fifth software module for submitting a 
recommendation of the invention disclosure by the 
technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments ; / and 

/ a sixth software module for transmitting the 
recommendation of the invention disclosure via e-mail 
to the/f irst group of users. 

/ 35. An intranet according to Claim 32, 

whe/ein the fourth software module for transmitting the 
fi£st notification message is responsive to submission 
ok. the invention disclosure. 



36. An intranet according to Claim B 2, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of 
the inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review 
person, and a contracts person if the invention was 
developed under government funds. / 

37. An intranet according to Claim 36, 
wherein the profile further comprise^ information 
relating to the inventor including /he inventor's 
employee number, department numbe/ building number, 
phone number and e-mail address./ 

38. An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the first group of uiers comprises a technical 
review coordinator, a contract administrator if the 
invention was developed unfcier government funds, and an 
intellectual property administrator. 

39. An intranet according to Claim 38, 
wherein the first groiip of users further comprises a 
business area managey, a supervisor of the inventor, 
and the inventor. / 

40. An/intranet according to Claim 31, 
wherein the first: software module comprises 
instructions tor including an attachment to the 
invention disclosure . 

4]/. An intranet according to Claim 31, 
wherein the^ first software module comprises 
instructions for sending a notification message to a 
co-invervcor , the notification message being transmitted 
via e-r]7U=iil with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure . 



/ 42. An intranet for distributing an 

iiArention disclosure, the intranet having a plurality 
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of users enrolled therein with each user npmg 
associated personnel information stored within the 
intranet, the intranet comprising: 

a first software module for entreating and 
5 submitting an invention disclosure ovar the intranet, 
the invention disclosure being submi/ted by an 
inventor / 

a second software module/ for creating a 
profile of the invention disclosure based upon a 
10 technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associated personnel information 
of the inventor; 

a third software module for transmitting a 
first notification message /via e-mail to a first group 
15 of users based upon the created profile, the first 

group of users being witJAin the plurality of users and 
including a technical review coordinator, the first 
notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure ;, 
20 a fourth software module for selecting at 

least one evaluator/by the technical review 
coordinator ; 

a fifth/software module for transmitting a 
second notif icat/on message via e-mail to the at least 
25 one evaluator, the second notification message having a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

a s/xth software module for submitting 
evaluation comments by the at least one evaluator; 

a/ seventh software module for submitting a 
3 0 recommendation of the invention disclosure by the 

technical/ review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments'; and 

an eighth software module for transmitting 
the recommendation of the invention disclosure via e- 
35 mail/to the first group of users. 
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43. An intranet according to Claim/42, 
further comprising: / 

a ninth software module for transmitting a 
third notification message via e-mail to y4 second group 
5 of users based upon the created profile/ the second 

group of users being within the plural/ty of users; and 

wherein the eighth software^ module further 
transmits the recommendation of the /invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the second group of users. 

44. An intranet acco/ding to Claim 43, 
wherein the ninth software modale for transmitting the 
third notification message \& responsive to submission 
of the invention disclosure/ 

45. An intranort according to Claim 43, 
wherein the second group of users comprises a business 
area manager, a superv/sor of the inventor, and the 
inventor. / 

46. An Lntranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the third ^software module for transmitting the 
first notification message is responsive to submission 
of the inventioil disclosure. 

47 J An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the yprof ile comprises a functional manager of 
the inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review 
person, a^id a contracts person if the invention was 
5 developed under government funds . 

/ 48. An intranet according to Claim 47, 
wherein the profile further comprises information 
relating to the inventor including the inventor's 
employee number, department number, building number, 
5 /phone number and e-mail address. 



49. An intranet according to Claim 4; 
wherein the first group of users comprises a technical 
review coordinator, a contract administrator/ if the 
invention was developed under government f^inds, and an 
intellectual property administrator, 

50. An intranet according tfo Claim 42, 
wherein the first software module fyrther comprises 
instructions for including an attainment to the 
invention disclosure 

51. An intranet according to Claim 42, 
wherein the first software mo/dule further comprises 
instructions for sending a notification message to a 
co-inventor, the notification message being transmitted 
via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure 

52 . An int/anet for distributing an 
invention disclosure^ the intranet system having a 
plurality of users /enrolled therein, each of the 
plurality of userp having associated personnel 
information stored within the intranet, the intranet 
comprising ; 

a fifrst software module for creating and 
submitting am invention disclosure over the intranet, 
the invention disclosure being submitted by an 
inventor ; 

a second software module for creating a 
profile of the invention disclosure based upon a 
technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associated personnel information 
the inventor; 

a third software module for transmitting a 
first notification message via e-mail to a first group 
of users based upon the created profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users; 



a fourth software module for transmit uing a 
second notification message via e-mail to a second 
group of users based upon the created profile /the 
second group of users being within the plurality of 
users and including a technical review coordinator, the 
second notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure; / 

a fifth software module for selecting at 
least one evaluator by the technical /eview 
coordinator; / 

a sixth software module tor transmitting a 
third notification message via e^mai! to the at least 
one evaluator, the third notification message having a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure; a seventh 
software module for submitting evaluation comments by 
the at least one evaluator; / 

a seventh software module for submitting a 
recommendation of the invention disclosure by the 
technical review coordina/cor based upon the evaluation 
comments; and / 

an eighth software module for transmitting 
the recommendation of/the invention disclosure via e- 
mail to the first and second group of users. 

53. An/intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the third software module for transmitting the 
first notification message is responsive to submission 
of the invent/on disclosure. 

54 . An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein t>ie fourth software module for transmitting the 
second notif ication message is responsive to submission 
of the/invention disclosure. 

/ 55. An intranet according to Claim 52, 

wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of 
ttfe inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review 
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person, and a contracts person if the invention 
5 developed under government funds. 
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56. An intranet according to Clairfi 55, 
wherein the profile further comprises information 
relating to the inventor including the inyfentor's 
employee number, department number, building number, 
5 phone number and e-mail address. 



m 



57. An intranet according/to Claim 52, 
wherein the first group of users comprises a business 
area manager, a supervisor of the/ inventor , and the 
inventor . 

58. An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the second group of /users comprises a technical 
review coordinator, a contract administrator if the 
invention was developed under government funds, and an 

5 intellectual property administrator. 

59. An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the first software module for creating the 
invention disclosure further comprises instructions for 
including an attachment to the invention disclosure, 



60. An intranet according to Claim 52, 
wherein the first software module for creating the 
invention disclosure further comprises instructions for 
sending a nc/t if icat ion message to a co-inventor, the 
notification message being transmitted via e-mail with 
a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 



61. A computer-readable medium having stored 
therein a data structure, comprising: 

a first data field containing data 
representing an invention disclosure created by an 



inventor, the invention disclosure to be submitted/ over 
an intranet; / 

a second data field containing data / 
representing an e-mail message having a hypez\Zink to 
the data representing the invention disclosure , the e- 
mail message to be transmitted to at least/one 
evaluator; and / 

a third data field containing /data 
representing comments of the at least yone evaluator, 
the comments to be transmitted via e^nail . 

62. A computer-readable^ medium according to 
Claim 61, wherein the intranet includes a plurality of 
users enrolled therein with eaon user having associated 
personnel information stored Within the intranet, the 
computer- readable medium fur/her comprising: 

a fourth data fie^d containing data 
representing a profile of /the invention disclosure, the 
profile being based upon/a technical area relating to 
the invention disclosure in response to accessing 
associated personnel information of the inventor; and 

a fifth datfa field containing data 
representing a firsts notification message to be 
transmitted via eynail to a first group of users based 
upon the created /prof ile , the first group of users 
being within th£ plurality of users and including a 
technical review coordinator, the first notification 
message having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 

/63 . A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 6 2/ further comprising a sixth data field 
containing data representing selection of the at least 
one e/aluator by the technical review coordinator. 

/ 64 . A computer-readable medium according to 

C/aim 63, further comprising: 



a seventh data field containing data / 
representing a recommendation of the invention / 
disclosure submitted by the technical review / 
coordinator based upon the evaluation comments/ and 

an eighth data field containing dat£ 
representing an e-mail message of the recommendation of 
the invention disclosure to be transmitted/to the first 
group of users . / 

65. A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 62, wherein the fourth data fie?ld containing data 
representing the profile comprises yflata representing a 
functional manager of the invento/ a patent attorney, 

a technical review person, and a/contracts person if 
the invention was developed under government funds. 

66. A computer -readable medium according to 
Claim 65, wherein the fourth data field further 
comprises data representing information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, 
department number, builcaing number, phone number and e- 
mail address. / 

67. A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 62, wherein /the fifth data field containing data 
representing the/first group of users further comprises 
data representing a technical review coordinator, a 
contract administrator if the invention was developed 
under government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator . 

/ 68. A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 6r7 , wherein the fifth data field further 
comprises data representing a business area manager, a 
supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 
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69. A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 61, further comprising a fourth data fiel 
containing data representing an attachment tc/be 
included with the invention disclosure. 

70 . A computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 61, further comprising a fourth/data field 
containing data representing a notification message to 
be transmitted to a co-inventor, Jz4ie notification 
message to be transmitted via e/mail with a hyperlink 
to the invention disclosure, 



